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OJITO WILDERNESS 
 

Activities: Hiking, backpacking, primitive camping, photography, hunting. 

Facilities: No electrical hookups, water, or restrooms are available. 

Season / Hours: Open year-round. 

Description:  The Ojito Wilderness is located in northwestern New Mexico and is a badland area of 
rolling water-carved hills, steep mesas, and rugged cliffs. The area is rich in fossils and 
has scattered vegetation which includes sagebrush, piñon-juniper, Great Basin 
scrubland, and grassland. It is a landscape of sandstone cap rocks and scenic gray and 
pink-colored clay hills. Water in this area is sparse and there are two established trails. 

Access: Located southwest of San Ysidro, take the signed Cabezon Rd for approximately 12 
miles.  The road is mixed gravel and dirt. 

Special Rules: • The area is bordered by private property and Zia Trust Lands, so do not access roads 
which are signed as private or Zia lands. 

• Prohibited are campfires, collecting fossils or petrified wood, climbing on delicate 
geologic features, traveling in groups of more than eight people, and trespassing on 
adjacent tribal lands.  

• Permits are required for uses such as grazing, scientific research, and commercial 
guiding. 

• Pack your trash out. 

Travel: • Maps and directions are for information only and are provided "as is" without warranty 
or any representation of accuracy, or timeliness of completeness. 

• Pack some food and bring lots of water. 
• Check the weather before heading out. Hiking the badlands can be very difficult when 

wet. 
• Do not cross any washes that have water running in them, you may get stuck. 
• Cell phone service is very sporadic in the badlands. 
• Visit the badlands at your own risk. The BLM, the City of Aztec Visitor Center and 

their employees are not responsible for injuries or damages to personal property. 

 Have a positive influence on the area and those around you, practice the Tread Lightly!  
Travel only where permitted. 
Respect the rights of others.  
Educate yourself.  
Avoid streams, meadows, and wildlife areas.  
Drive and travel responsibly. 

Report Vandalism 
Bureau of Land Management - Rio Puerco Field Office  
100 Sun Avenue NE, Pan American Bldg., Suite 330 
Albuquerque, NM 87109-4676 
(505) 761-8700 
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Trail: Hoodoo Trail 

 

Name: Hoodoo Pines 
Latitude: 35.5047 
Longitude: -106.928 

Trail: Hoodoo Trail 

 

Name: Sorbet 
Latitude: 35.5018 
Longitude: -106.924 

Trail: Seismosaurus Trail 

 

Name: Petroglyphs 
Latitude: 35.5057 
Longitude: -106.911 

Trail: Seismosaurus Trail 

 

Name: Petrified Log 
Latitude: 35.5061 
Longitude: -106.909 


