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Hislorical Archasologist

The Musznm of the Mountain West, I began 25
a dream of a yeung bey who had his first ruseum
in his bome & an eighl year okd. Richard E Fike
had begun collecting “sld things™al age four

when he refused (o gel on a ship in Alsska lo

return |0 his Nelraska home.. umless be coukd
take the ehl clock be had found in lhe garage of the family's Alaskan howse. From that
day Jorward, Fike conlinued lo collect “old Ihings"and asked his exlesded Family 1o
store Lhem in their bams and alfics.
Dharing his eareer as a siate archasologicl in Utah md Colorado for the Degartment
of Interior, Burean of Land Management, Filke also served on the stale commitfees for
historical preservalion. His lave of western history and his understanding of the need
o preserve Lhe buldings, the memorabilia, and the stenies of the obd west led to the
realization of his dream for an historical musexm,

Drive Easl on U5, Highway 50 and tarn right at Miami Road
The parking ot entrance is on Miami._watch for the sign.
Yisil oar website lor pichures, a map, and more information.
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Miarmd R,
About 2 miles East of
Maontrose, tum Scuth at
Ourdy & Miami Road
Telhuride
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ANNUAL TRIBUTE TO WESTERN MOYIES EVERY JUNE

Allow 2 hears for your toar - All tours are guided

Adults $10 - m&ﬁs’m

Call or Email for Group Fees (12 or more)
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View the West as it Really Was

You will be guided through ten 1RBD:—1930s
reconsiructed weslern sterelroats and offices inside a
10,000 square faot building, and 2] historical
buildings outside. There are over 500,000 arificts.

Learn about the Ok West as i really was, Hear
stories and see amarieg pisces of histery on an
informeative toor back in Eme.

{pen year-round, six days a week, we accommodale
small aod large groups, and can even provide a
Incation for weddings, meelings, kangsets, small

concerls and theater. :

970.240.3400

www. Moowtam WestMoseuw. con
RICNFIKES GUAIL. CON



The Maseum of the Fosntain West, P 1997 by Richard E. Fike

on six acres of bind at the edge of Montrese, Colorado. The onginal butkding
housed Lhe Fike collection in boxes uxkil an addifien could be built in 1999 1o
house the first storefront: an 1890s western saloon modeled after the Senate
Bar in Eokomeo, Colorado, a lown that wo longer exisls. It contains a bar fram a
poay express and stapecoach station in western Ulah. The salooa also contains
a collection of mesic machines from the late 1800s ta the 1920s, mcuding a
Violano Yertuasa, a player pianc, a coimn-sperated Kalliope music box, and an
extremely rare coin-operated Seelurg Derby player pianc. Fike continned to
build stores and completely furnish them with memorahilia from his collection
and the domations of artifacls, conslruction malerials, and voluntesr labor
that began lo powr in as the Mentrose community learned of the meseum. |n
Jawmzry 2000, the pubic began requesting lours that have grown lo inclade
lours of up to 150 pesple at 2 time. The museum is alsa used for poblic
meelings of organizaions and weddings. Public and home school stndests have
cofimuously rsed the museum to begin or culminae orits of stedy of Colorado
western ie. The MMW was incorparaled in 2005 a5 a 501 (c)(3) noaprofit.
In 2003, the dosation of kislorical strectures began and by 2010 the *town”
af 21 buildings {mare to come) was nanied Adobe Flats. Restocatian s onpoing
and appropriate furnishings are added as each building i restored. ln 2011, the
MW received Honarable Mestion Lo the Top Ten Western Museams id the 1S,

Wedding Setep in the Historic Cherch Baildimg

The MMW is ppen year-round, Monday—Saturday. All visiters receive a puided Lour
throughoat the man musenm bughling and the lown of Adobe Flals. Teurs Lt about
2 hours and include colorful kestorical stories and information for every exhibi. The
main muserm Wuilding currestly costams an 1890s saloon, o dentist and doctor's
affices, 2 1900s drugstare, gracery store and post office, 2 milknery display, and a
fry goods store. Adabe Flats contains 2 log barn, the 1895 Diehl Carriage Works
where Jack Dempsey traized, an 1352 Deaver & Rio Grande Railroad Section
Hoitse and Depot, 2 1909 hungalow, a 1913 German Lutheran Charch, an 1590
schoal and teacherage. 2 peneral store, five log buildings, 2 granary, and a replica of
a two-story brick hotel with 2a 18-faot-loog chierry wood bar from Tellarde.

Tours cosl 310 for adults & 85 for school age children; helow age 5 are free.
Reduced rates are offered for groups. The historic charch building is rented 1o
commusiity members for weddings, meefings, banquets, small concerts/theater, 20d
studen! groups. The main museum building ooatains 2 conference room that i also
used for reception. Contact Lhe MW for more infsrmation. A membership plan is
availzhle offering super discoants & free admission wheo bringing a guest. All lees
are used lo support the operalional costs of the museum aod for acquiring additiona
artifacts and historic structares.

A volmleer boand of directors, currestly with B members, governs the MW, A few
staff members are paid by grants; hwwever the MMW operates daily throegh the
peaerosity of 2 large groap of volumizers. All volnateers are very mach appreciated
and receive a thorough oriestation and traiming a5 needed for each position. Contact
the MMW for mare information.




